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Watchout for Firebugs 
 
Bushfire arson has a devastating impact on 
communities. It has the potential to injure or kill 
people, cause significant financial loss, and destroy 
property as well as the environment. Arson is 
increasing.  
 
The recent fires at Crib Point and Sunshine have been 
attributed to a firebug lighting multiple fires 
(http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/mornington-peninsula-
stalked-by-firebug-after-a-week-of-suspicious-blazes-20160120-

gm9ykd.html). Please help keep the Bend of Islands & 
Christmas Hills fire-safe: 
 

see something?    know something? 
say something! 

 
If youΩǊŜ suspicious of a person or a vehicle, write 
down the following details. For vehicles: registration, 
make, model, colour, any damage to vehicle? For 
individuals: age, height, hair colour, build, facial hair 

clothing. Call Crime Stoppers confidentially on 

1800 333 000 

ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΧ 
Watchout for Firebugs 

Recruiting Volunteer Firefighters 
Emergency Warnings 

Standing By 
1962 Bushfires 

find us on facebook 

Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜΩǎ ŜƳŀƛƭ 
newsletter summer news, we are 
also on facebook. 
 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/ChristmasHillsFireBrigade/ 

 
If facebook is ȅƻǳǊ άǘƘƛƴƎέ then find 
us on facebook and like our page. 
We aim to keep you in touch with 
.ǊƛƎŀŘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ 
monitored 24/7. For warnings and 
advice you still need to visit the CFA 
website, facebook, or download the 
Fire Ready App. 
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at Lancefield 2015 
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Volunteer Fire-Fighters 
Information Session 

 
Sunday March 20th 2016 

 
10am, Christmas Hills north 

Station 
720 Ridge Road Christmas Hills 3775 

 
 

More information?  
Captain Pete Rae 0402 759 154 

Would you consider joining Christmas Hills Volunteer Fire Brigade? 
 
²ŜΩǊŜ looking for men and women aged over 16 to join our team. We particularly 
need team-oriented people to complete firefighter training, and then turn-out to the 
range of emergency incidents we respond to both inside and outside our Brigade 
area. 
 
Christmas Hills Fire Brigade responds to "all 
emergencies". We provide emergency response 
to car accidents, hazardous materials incidents, 
house fires, fallen powerlines, bushfires, horses 
stuck in dams ... and any other emergency that 
happens in our area. We need volunteers to 
train as firefighters to respond to all these 
different types of incidents. Will you join us? 
 
http://www.volunteeringaustralia.org/wp-content/uploads/Media-

Backgrounder-Volunteering-and-Happiness-The-Facts-FINAL1.pdf 

Being a volunteer firefighter 

is a rewarding way to help 

your community, learn new 

skills, work as part of a 

team, meet local people, 

ŀƴŘ άŘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ōƛǘέΦ 

WARNING : volunteering 

may cause increased 

happiness! 
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Summer News 

Summer News ƛǎ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜΩǎ 
email newsletter. If you would 
like to receive the newsletters 
regularly, and occasional email 
information, send your email 
address to: 

robyn.adams@members.cfa.vic.gov.au 

 
Captain:  Pete Rae 

0402 759 154 
Secretary:  Deirdre Lucas 

0412 999 224 

Emergency Warnings 

 
There are three levels of warnings issued by 
CFA and Emergency Victoria in the event of a 
bushfire. The warning level is based on the 
incident conditions and likely impact on the 
community, therefore the first warning you 
get could be an Emergency Warning - the 
highest level of warning. 
 
You may also get a message advising you to 
ŜǾŀŎǳŀǘŜ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ ǎŀŦŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻΦ  
 
IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ rely on an official warning to 
leave. Emergency incidents can start quickly 
and threaten homes and lives within 
minutes. 
 
DO YOU HAVE an EMERGENCY PLAN? Do you 
know where you would go? Do you know 
which road you will take? What will you do if 
ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ōȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǊƻǳǘŜΚ aŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ tƭŀƴΣ 
and your Plan B now, before you are faced 
with a bushfire emergency. 
 
Stay informed and understand what each one 
means. There is a good explanation at: 

http://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/warnings-
restrictions/about-warnings/ 

 

Christmas Hills Fire Brigade (since 

1941) 

Café Benders Come and join us for 
coffee and cake at Café Benders, 
held every 3rd Saturday of the 
month, starting about 10.30am, 
south Station, 6 Catani Blvd., Bend 
of Islands. Bring a cake to share, buy 
a few coffees, and have a chat with 
the neighbours. 
 
 

Chills Lounge is BYO drinks with BBQ 
meats for sale (or BYO meat). Bring 
a salad or something to share. Chills 
is run by the Brigade starting about 
6pm every 1st Friday of the month at 
the north Station, 720 Ridge Road, 
Christmas Hills. Call by for a quick 
hello, or stay for a while. 

 

 

Christmas Hills Fire Brigade 
720 Ridge Road & 6 Catani Blvd 

Emergencies dial 000 

 

mailto:robyn.adams@members.cfa.vic.gov.au


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

Standing By 

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŦƛǊŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ CƛǊŜ 5ŀƴƎŜǊ wŀǘƛƴƎ ǊŜŀŎƘŜǎ ά{ŜǾŜǊŜέ όŀƴ C5L ƻŦ 
over 50), Christmas Hills Brigade firefighters who are rostered on for that day come to the 
{ǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ άǎǘŀƴŘ-ōȅέΦ Lǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƪŜƭƛƘƻƻŘ ƻŦ ŀ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ōǳǎƘŦƛǊŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜǎΣ ǿŜ 
can shave 10 precious minutes off our turn out time because we have our gear on and are 
ready to go! 
 

As well as being ready for emergencies in our own Brigade area, wŜ Ŏŀƴ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ 
happening across the State, and anticipate any calls we might get for backup and support 
to other Brigades. So far it has been a quiet season for us, but it sure does mean a lot of 
ǿƻǊƪ άŘƻǿƴ-ǘƛƳŜέ ŦƻǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ heaps of standing around waiting!!!!! 
 

5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ άǘǊƛƎƎŜǊέ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ŦƛǊŜ ǇƭŀƴΚ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎΤ ōŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŎǘ 
ŀǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻΦ IŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ άǘǊƛƎƎŜǊέ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜǎǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ 
decision. 

fire    police    ambulance    emergencies 
ring 000 
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Stateôs Worst Bushfires Since é does this sound familiar? 
 

òTwo rabbit hunters, smoking a ferret from a burrow, are believed to have 

started a bushfire which burnt out 30 square miles of hills in and around 

Christmas Hills and Yarra Glen yesterday 13
th
 January 1962. Late last night, a 

saw mill, two holiday homes, several outbuildings, miles of fences, and 

telephone wires, and about 30 square miles of grass, scrub and timber-land 

had been razed by the fires. The fire began early in the morning off Osborne 

Road, and within an hour it had travelled several miles up the valley  and into 

the surrounding hills ó. 

 

òThe fire burned generally north on Sund ay, then to Kinglake on Monday 

before a rapid run from Kinglake to Warrandyte, and to the Maroondah 

Highway on the evening of Tuesday  16 January, when some rain fell . 

Firem en charged trucks through roads fringed with burning and collapsing  

trees to save other houses near Christmas 

Hills, but f orty -one houses in the Bend of 

Islands have been completely destroyed, 

and four damag ed, and in Christmas Hills 

16 houses have been destroyed and over 

100 damaged.ó 

 

 

Fighting the 1962 January bushfires, Christmas Hills 


